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Dear visitor,

With this brochure we wish to inform you about our region – the areas of Croatia, Serbia and Hungary. Our three 
countries share not only the Danube River and a common history of state alliances but also a history of political 
and military conflicts.

Find out more about the history of the towns of Mohács, Find out more about the history of the towns of Mohács, Vukovar, Ilok, Sombor, Bačka Palanka and other places 
worth seeing. Get to know more about the lives of their residents beginning as early as 6000 B.C., all through the 
era of the Habsburg Monarchy, when historical events occurred in the 16th century that were crucial for European 
history, and then arrive in the present. Experience the historical and cultural heritage, and taste the local traditional 
cuisine and splendid wines.
YYou can enjoy cycling tours and take the EuroVelo6 Route to the nature reserve ‘Kopački rit’ and the special nature 
reserve ‘Gornje Podunavlje’ or delight in river cruises along the banks of the Danube River and its branches. 

It is the aim of this brochure to help you make your decision to come and visit us! For here you will enjoy pristine 
nature, see interesting museums, taste the specialities of the local cuisine and at the same time learn about 
historcal events, antagonisms, friendships and potentials ahead – our common European future based on 
reconciliation, tolerance, peace, understanding and cooperation!

Our region can be reached quite conveniently via the Osijek InternationalOur region can be reached quite conveniently via the Osijek International Airport connecting Berlin, Cologne, 
Stuttgart and Basel airports, or you can take a bus or a train to Osijek, Vinkovci and Vukovar.

Three Countries – One Journey!
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Vukovar is located in the Eastern part of the Republic of Croatia and it is the centre of the Vukovar-Syrmia County. 
Its location forms the border of the historical provinces of Eastern Slavonia and Western Syrmia. 
The town is situated on important transport routes.
After the steamships were introduced in the mid-19th century and with the arrival of contemporary tourist ships, 
Vukovar is again connected with Budapest and Vienna upstream and downstream all the way to Romania. 

TheThe Danube River has always been and the connection between the people of Vukovar, Europe and the rest of the 
world,and it still plays this role today. This area has always been an intersection of roads and paths, a meeting point 
where different cultures come together, however it has also been a battleground in wars. The continuity of the population 
in the Vukovar area can be traced as far back as five thousand years, as numerous archaeological sites confirm.

The preserved documents mention Vukovar in the early 13th century under the names “Volko”, “Walk”, “Wolkow”, 
and finally under the Croatian name “and finally under the Croatian name “Vukovo”. From the 14th century onward the Hungarian version of the name
 – Vukovar – is more commonly used. In 1231, as one of the first cities in the state, Vukovar gained the status 
of a free royal city that was proclaimed by the Charter of the Duke of Slavonia Koloman. Vukovar then became
the centre of the great Syrmia county.

The Nocturne of Vukovar is a mosaic of memories that make up a touching, shattering, unforgettable and true story 
about Vukovar. 
The Nocturne of Vukovar Tour is a story about love, sorrow and pride. And it is an attempt to save the memories 
of the war times, and it is the wish that such terror never happens again.  of the war times, and it is the wish that such terror never happens again.  

You can start the tour of the sites that make the Nocturne of Vukovar with a visit to the town’s hospital to see 
The 1991 Vukovar Hospital Memorial. You can proceed to visit the Ovčara memorial, the memorial cemetery, 
the Memorial Centre of the Homeland War, the cross at the mouth of the Vuka and the memorial site at the Trpinja 
road.  
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The Town of Vukovar - Croatia's Eastern Jewel



At the hospital, you will become aware of the true nature of the pain experienced and retold at the memorial sites.

In the centre of Vukovar, where the Vuka flows into the Danube, a monument was built for all those who had given 
their lives for the free and independent Croatian state. Its author Šime Vidulin, sculptor, chose the form of a cross. 
At the spot that used to offer only a view of the wide and mighty river now stands a white cross as a symbol, a reminder,
but a warning, too. ‘He who dies righteously lives forever’ is a thought carved into stone in the Glagolitic script 
(Glagoljica),(Glagoljica),the oldest Croatian script. And they do live within us, as we live with them, every day.  
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In the embrace of its rivers the town is growing and new images are emerging. The old and the new together constitute
the heritage, culture and tradition. The Eltz Castle is an integral part of that heritage but it also belongs to the present
day life of the town.The Vukovar Municipal Museum is located on the right bank of the Danube River. The Eltz Castle, 
home to the Vukovar Municipal Museum, reflects beautifully in the river with its wide green garden and creates 
a unique scenery,an aquarelle that forms the identity card of the city. 

The Vukovar Municipal Museum was founded in 1946. The museum first opened in the building of an old stage coach
post opost office built in 1819, situated in the baroque core, and it moved to the Eltz Castle in 1966. By the year 1991, 
the Museum was in the possession of over 50 thousand exhibits arranged in four separate departments.
After a lengthy reconstruction, the Castle shines again in its full splendour. In 2014, the works on a permanent
exhibition finished and we can proudly say that today we have a modern, interactive, globally-acclaimed museum
that offers a contemporary interpretation of history. 

The museum is thematically divided into several units and the visitors can learn about the archaeological past 
of the of the Vukovar region, the historical development of the town, the ethnographic heritage and traditional culture. 
One can also watch the multimedia presentation of the Homeland War, the course of war events or get some 
new insights into life in Vukovar today, namely life in a multi-ethnic community.
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The Vučedol Culture Museum opened in mid-2015 and has already become a great attraction as the place where 
you can find out about our long-time history and existence presented in an interesting way.
The Vučedol Culture Museum is a state-of-the-art archaeological, museum and architectural project whose exhibition 
depicts the cultural phenomenon of one civilization in terms of its everyday life along with its spiritual, intellectual and 
technological achievements that were revolutionary at that time.

Here you can see the first Indo-European calendar, the Orion, which was based on the observation of the sky at 
wintertime.wintertime. You will also find out that the people of the Vučedol culture were the first in the world to produce bronze 
and the first saw in Europe. You will learn that they had opulent gastronomy; they knew how to brew beer and were 
well known as skilful at manufacturing ceramics. Beautiful ceramic vessels decorated with inlay can be found left 
behind them. 
The most famous artefact found by professor Durman is the Vučedol Dove, actually a partridge, recovered at the 
archaeological site Gradac, known as the Paris of the Neolithic. 

Discover and experience the mystic world of Vučedol!
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The Franciscan Monastery and the parish church of Saint Philip and Jacob found their seat on a hill above the 
Danube, like a stronghold. 
The monastery and the church are both typical examples of the baroque favoured under the rule of Maria Theresa, the 
style that left its distinguishing mark on many settlements and the landscape in continental Croatia. 
TheThe final form was impressed on the monastery and the church by the Viennese architect Richard Jordan in the course 
of the great historicist renovation and the 1986-1897 enlargement of the church. Thanks to this reconstruction, the 
church became a great three-nave building, and with its length of 58 meters it became the third longest church in 
Croatia.

TheThe Franciscans have always played an important role in the spiritual life of the citizens of Vukovar, but in many other 
segments of life as well. They were the great proponents of enlightenment, creators of culture and education as well 
as advocates of the Christian civilization from the Middle Ages to contemporary times. They have been irreplaceable 
carriers of the spiritual restoration of common people at all times. The academic tradition in Vukovar began in the mon-
astery. This is precisely the place where the Franciscan friars taught their first lessons in philosophy and theology.

The Vukovar Water Tower was built in 1968 and its first purpose was to be the water tank of the local water utility 
company. In the Homeland War, it was under heavy artillery fire and was hit more than 600 times during the siege of 
Vukovar. Yet it remained standing defiant and proud to testify about the 1991 events.
Its renovation and conservation began in 2017 and the completion of works was expected later in 2019. Once finished 
it will be open to visitors as a memorial site. It is 50 meters tall and from its top a stunning view can be admired of 
Slavonia, Syrmia and Bačka in the Republic of Serbia.

The Vukovar Water Tower 
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Ilok, the easternmost town of Croatia, a uniquely picturesque place between the Danube River and the slopes of the 
hill country Fruška Gora, has lot of attractions for sightseeing such as the medieval complex (14th - 15th century) with 
the fortress, the church of St. John of Capestrano, old wine cellars, rare Islamic monuments, the Odescalchi castle, 
that houses the museum of Ilok, archaeological sites, parks and beautiful nature. 

InIn the Ilok wine-growing area you can visit wine cellars, vineyards and discover the scenery along the wine route. Taste 
the famous regional wine 
Traminac, go cycling, hiking, take a tour on a tourist train or boat, play golf or simply rest in the peaceful local 
atmosphere.

Ilok, a view from a branch of the Danube below the old historic centre (15th century) showing the rich cultural heritage 
with the church, monastery, fortress, Odescalchi castle (Museum of Ilok)
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Ilok – the easternmost town of Croatia



 Ilok, sunset at the Danube River, the landscape is ideal for walking, cycling or panoramic boat trips

Ilok, Syrmia wine region, the Ilok wine route, hospitable and picturesque all year round
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Ilok, view of the historic town centre from the 15th century with Odescalchi castle (Museum of Ilok), the Danube and 
its branch ‘Dunavac’.

Ilok, historic centre with one section of the fortress, the Brnjakovic manor, the impressive church, sanctuary of St. John 
of Capestrano, who died in Ilok. 
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Ilok, the Traminac wine, among the most famous and best wines of Croatia bottled and kept in the attractive old cellar 
(15th/18th century)

Ilok, old wine cellar, 15th century, part of the wine archive 
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OneOne of the oldest settlements in Hungary is a great destination for travellers throughout the year. Whether you are 
looking for history, gastronomy, culture or relaxation and recreation, you will find it all here. The multinational town is 
surrounded by protected nature reserves and entices visitors with the splendid view of the Danube, historical buildings 
and its Mediterranean flair. Mohács has unique assets, like monuments of architecture and technical history and even 
renowned folk customs. We offer rich gastronomy and great local wines that contribute to your quality time spent here. 
So, see you in the „Land of Busós“!

TheThe Town Hall, similarly to the church on the main square, came to existence in the 1920s. They were designed in 
Hungarian style, but both also feature he oriental, Byzantine adornment elements. By entering the Town Hall, the 
uniquely beautiful glass windows in the staircase leading upwards and the Busó aquarelles of János Pleidell catch the 
visitor’s eye. The circular hallway on the first floor serves as a gallery for temporary exhibitions. 
Apart from its splendid interior and spectacular ornaments, the ceremony room features the tapestry of the 
Mohács-born textile artist István Bán (1922-1984) that covers nearly the entire southern wall. His work of art 
immortalizes the legend of the Busó carnival and was awarded a prize at the Brussels immortalizes the legend of the Busó carnival and was awarded a prize at the Brussels World’s Fair (1958). 
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Mohács – A hidden gem on the banks of the Danube



 
The Votive Church became the symbol of Hungary’s nationwide unity since small earth parcels from three thousand 
Hungarian settlements were laid into its foundation. The church was created by the architects Aladár Árkay 
(1868-1932) and Bertalan Árkay (1901-1975), the glass artist Lili Árkayné Sztehlo (1897-1959) and the painter of 
Mohács, Mihály Lolbe (1907-1990). It was established and furnished by countrywide donations. 
The building which was the first church in Hungary with concrete thin shell structure shows the talent of the two 
architects.architects. The dome is 30 meters tall with a diameter of 20 meters. The capacity of the building is 3.600 people. 
The windows of the dome with their abstract motives were created in the year 1984 by the German glass artist Michael 
Gaussling. An old Madonna statue, the so-called „Our Lady of Mohács“ is kept in the church and its history is also 
immortalized on the frescoes of the sanctuary. According to the legend, the statue originates from the time when 
Mohács was occupied by the Turks.
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Busó Court

Mohács is famous for the six-day folk custom of bidding farewell to winter, the Busó Carnival. In 2009, the UNESCO 
declared it to be part of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
In the town centre, the complex of buildings called Busó Court was established to provide an insight into the 
extraordinary atmosphere of this age-long tradition to visitors on any day of the year.
InIn the spectacular open workshops of the Busó Court, one can catch a glimpse of the activities of the local handicrafts 
artists connected to the festival. The tourist offer is complemented by a restaurant and a café.
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Museum Kanizsai Dorottya Exhibition 
and Showroom

TheThe museum houses a vivid presentation of 
the colourful spectrum of the South Slavic 
peoples of Hungary and the multifaceted 
town of Mohács, completed by the oldest 
masks of the famous Busó Carnival. The in-
stitute has obtained its status as the base 
museum of the Croatian, Serbian and 
Slovenian minorities of Hungary and is 
authorized to the nationwide collection. The 
permanent and temporary exhibitions of the 
newly erected museum provide a huge range 
of attractions.

ItsIts collection encompasses several hundreds 
of ceramic pieces, national costumes, pieces 
of furniture and everyday objects from 
different ages and mementoes of the town’s 
history making a visit to it an unforgettable 
experience.

National Memorial Site of Mohács

TheThe 29th of August 1526 was a tragic day in 
Hungarian history when the outnumbered 
Christian troops faced the invading Ottoman 
army in a fateful battle.
At the area of seven hectares, the visitors 
slide into a living history book written in pain 
yet with dignity, with vivid yet modest 
imaginationimagination by symbols carved in wood and 
stone and harmonically complemented by 
modern technology. It is food for thought for 
the spectators, an introduction to the battle of 
Mohács and the fate of the Hungarian nation.
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The Municipality of Bačka Palanka is located in the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina in the south of the Bačka 
district, 40 kilometres west of Novi Sad and 122 kilometres north-west of Belgrade, the capital of the Republic of 
Serbia. The municipality encompasses 14 settlements with about 60,000 inhabitants. The EuroVelo6 cycle route runs 
through the municipality. It is mapped and signposted, thus making it easier for cyclists to navigate and find their way 
on their journey.

TheThe cultural offer of Bačka Palanka is very rich and includes the Town Museum, the Castle of Dunđerski in Čelarevo, 
the House of Syrmia in Neštin, the Library "Veljko Petrović" and the Cultural Centre in Bačka Palanka. The most popu-
lar attraction in Bačka Palanka is the famous and gigantic "Guinness kettle" which fed more than 12,000 people with 
fish soup in 2002 and entered the Guiness book of records.

The Town Museum

The museum exhibits artefacts from the collections of palaeontology, archaeology, numismatics, ethnology, and a col-
lection of visual arts. It also includes a specialised library. 
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The municipality of Backa Palankav



 
The Karađorđevo Hunting and Recreational Grounds

NotNot far from Bačka Palanka the Karađorđevo Hunting Grounds are located, an oasis for relaxing, hunting and horse 
riding. The facilities are famous for its stud–breeding farm, which is the largest in the country and in this part of Europe. 
Tourists can visit the hunting grounds, the stud farm, the hippodrome and the stables museum. The most significant 
exhibits are the sleighs and carriages from the era of Josip Broz Tito, photographs documenting important contests of 
the horses bred here, as well as photos of the British Queen Elizabeth’s visit to Karađorđevo.
TheThe special nature reserve "Karađorđevo" is located in the southwest of the Bačka district, near the villages of 
Karađorđevo, Mladenovo, Bač and Bačko Novo.
Karađorđevo offers the most attractive tourist programmes in terms of hunting, fishing, horse riding, the carriage-rides 
through the hunting grounds or boat trips on the beautiful meandering branches of the Danube.
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Beer Museum – Carlsberg Brewery in Čelarevo

A small, but special visitor centre, a combination of traditional and modern, will introduce you to the story about the 
first beer brewed in this plant, the origin of the ingredients and show you different ways of brewing.

The Tikvara Lake

TheThe Tikvara Lake is the most attractive lake in the area of Bačka Palanka, located 600 meters away from the centre 
of Bačka Palanka, with a total surface of 500 hectares. It is ideal for recreation, sports activities and the offer is 
complemented by other contents for entertainment and services such as a fish restaurant. 
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Sombor is located in the far northwest of Serbia’s northern province of Vojvodina, bordering Hungary to the north and 
Croatia to the west across the Danube River. The Sombor municipality covers an area of 1,178 square kilometres, 
comprising the city of Sombor and 15 rural settlements. 
AccordingAccording to the latest census from 2002, the Sombor municipality had a population of 97,263 one half of which is 
urban and the other rural, residing mostly in farm settlements. The Sombor municipality is ethnically extremely diverse 
– there are 21 registered nationalities of which Serbs (61%) constitute the majority followed by Hungarians (13%) and 
Croats (8%). 
There are 9 squares and 4 parks in the town and the total length of the town’s famous tree alleys amounts to 
121121 kilometres, with more than 18,000 trees which makes Sombor the greenest town in Serbia. Due to this plenitude 
of greenery, it surely has a place among the greenest towns in the world, which makes the citizens of Sombor very 
proud.

The Prefecture Building

The Battle of Zenta” is a magnificent realistic painting by Franz Eisenhut, portraying the clash between the Habsburg The Battle of Zenta” is a magnificent realistic painting by Franz Eisenhut, portraying the clash between the Habsburg 
Imperial Forces and the Ottoman army on the 11th of September 1697 in the Bačka region near the city of Zenta 
(Senta). The painting was put in its place in 1898. in the Gala Hall in the Prefecture building. The battle’s outcome was 
favourable for the Habsburg Monarchy and changed the power balance between the two armies. After the battle, the 
Turkish army started retreating from this area, and in 1699 the peace treaty was signed in Sremski Karlovci. The oil 
paintingpainting with its enormous 7x4 meters represents the biggest painting of its kind in Serbia. The motive of the battle has 
a great significance for the people of Sombor since among the Hungarian soldiers some 500 man from Sombor fought 
in the battle

 

 

“The Battle of Zenta”, painting by Franz Eisenhut

The Town of Sombor
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The Town Museum 

After being awarded the status of the free royal city in 1749, the economically prosperous period that followed, began 
providing opportunities for many academics to come to live and work in the city. During this period the library and the 
city theatre were built as well as many civic collectives and organizations formed. During 1880 István Iványi founded 
the Historic Collective of the municipality, the first of its kind.

TheThe Historic Collective is today known as the Town Museum and it consists of several departments, in accordance with 
the collections: archaeological, numismatic, ethnological, historical, a department of the history of local art and a 
collection of contemporary Yugoslavian art. The museum furthermore has a collection of valuable books from the 18th, 
19th and 20th century. 
The gallery of contemporary Yugoslavian art is located within the building of the museum and holds a collection of 
various artworks acquired mostly at annual art exhibitions.
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The Town Hall 

Built on the foundations of the castle formerly owned by count Jovan Branković, the Town Hall represents the central 
architectural symbol of Sombor.
Count Jovan Branković was appointed captain of the Sombor military forces in 1717 and the castle was built in 1718. 
After the Count’s death in 1734, the building was sold to the government of the newly declared free royal city of 
Sombor. In 1842, the present-day Town Hall was built on the foundations of the castle in neoclassical style.

Gallery „Milan Konjović” Gallery „Milan Konjović” 

The gallery opened in 1966 in a building erected in 1838 and later adapted for the purposes of a gallery with 8 rooms 
covering 170 square meters. The gallery was established by one of the most prominent artists from Sombor, Milan 
Konjović (1898-1993) who pledged to donate all of his artwork to the town as his legacy. 
TToday the collection of paintings, that has grown each year, holds more than 1084 selected artworks ranging from 
paintings, pastels, aquarelles and drawings to tapestries. Permanently on display is a retrospective of artworks, but 
also thematic contemporary exhibitions. So far the gallery has held 11 chronological and 48 thematic exhibitions. The 
gallery is open for cooperation with related domestic and international art institutions that contribute to its affirmation.
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Gornje Podunavlje Special Nature Reserve 

Rich in exceptional natural heritage the Gornje Podunavlje Special Nature Reserve was declared Important Bird Area 
(IBA) in 1989. It is an integral part of the Biosphere Reserves "Drava-Mura" and it was nominated for the list of wet-
lands of the Ramsar Convention. The Reserve is under state protection from 2001 and it has enormous ecological im-
portance in preserving, protecting and improving natural resources. In Vojvodina and Serbia it is therefore known as 
the Pearl of the Danube.

Gornje Podunavlje extends over three countries: the right bank and floodplain ‘Kopački rit’ in Baranja in Croatia, the 
flood plain Karapandža in Hungary and Serbia. 
It stretches across the alluvial plain on the left bank of the Danube near the border with Hungary to Bogojevo on the 
border with Croatia, covering a total surface of 20,000 hectares. This reserve represents the remains of the once vast 
Danube floodplains. Most of the territory is covered by marshy floodplains. These original biotopes are special be-
cause they have become rare in the rest of the country and in Europe in general.
Wetland forests, marshes and swamps are beautiful home to deer and red oak and the habitat of rare and endangered 
plant species such as Hippuris vulgaris, Hottonia palustris, Ranunculus lingua, white and yellow water lilies and 
Dactylorhiza incarnata. 

The region of Gornje Podunavlje presents a natural habitat of 55 different species of fish, 11 different species of am-
phibians, 9 species of reptiles, 230 species of birds and 51 species of mammals, as well as a huge number of inverte-
brates, including the fascinating fauna of butterflies with over 60 species.
The branches of the Danube known as “Dunavci” constitute an important hatching and spawning area for many spe-
cies of fish such as carp, pike and perch and the reserve is one of the most significant and desirable fishing destina-
tions. Bird watching and safaris can be organized upon request in the period from 15th of May to 15th August.
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The visit to Baranja, which is for many still an unknown destination, begins when entering the Municipality of Bilje. 
Located only 5 kilometers from the town of Osijek, on the left bank of the river Drava, it includes the settlements Bilje, 
Kopačevo, Vardarac, Lug, Podunavlje, Kozjak, Tikveš and Zlatna Greda.

BiljeBilje is the seat of the municipality and one of the oldest settlements in Baranja the traces of which can be found as 
early as the Roman era. Besides agriculture, which dominated as the primary economic activity of the local residents 
until the Homeland War, tourism started to develop and it now well integrated with the Nature Park ‘Kopački rit’, which 
represents the starting point of the Baranja inland tourism.

PartPart of the heritage of Bilje that stands out is the castle which was built by Prince Eugene of Savoy from 1707 to 1712. 
A chapel that was built within the castle served as a parish chapel until 1775 when the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish Church was built. The parish of Bilje was founded in 1758. Aside from the Catholic Church, 
which was built in 1775 by the Court Chamber, a Calvinist church built in the early 19th century is also located in Bilje.

 

 

Prince Eugene of Savoy Castle

Municipality of Bilje
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The natural wetland reserve Kopački rit is located at the confluence of the rivers Danube and Drava. This area is 
under permanent protection and one of the best-preserved floodplains in Europe. Kopački rit is a popular tourist 
destination,destination, especially attractive for the lovers of countryside retreat, sports and recreational activities, inviting boat 
rides on the lake of Kopački rit and those keen on bird watching. An exceptional curiosity is the Great Cormorant, a 
bird whose survival is based solely on the plenitude and quality of the fish stock because the adult species consume 
several pounds of fish per day.
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The cycle route from Osijek to Bilje, 
the international cycle routes 
"Panonian Route of Peace" and 
"Danube route", as well as the 
beautifulbeautiful scenery will delight cycling 
fans who decide to visit the 
municipality of Bilje.
A comprehensive offer for cycling 
fans visiting Baranja has a long 
tradition, which is why many 
cyclingcycling enthusiasts come and enjoy 
the beauty of the Baranja landscape. 
Such a devotion to this offer is meant 
to boost the cycling tourism, hence a 
larger part of the accommodation 
facilitiesfacilities in Bilje is tailored to meet the 
bike & bed programmes (bike accom-
modation and repair, clothes drying, 
spare travel equipment, available 
weather information,locations,cycling 

 

 

trackand bike rental).
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